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notin g of Claims 

Claim 1 (Cancelled) 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[1^ wherein the 
prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the print jobs with higher associated bids. 

Claim 3 (Oirrently amended): A method ggmprisinfi: 

^.i^.o n^ultink print ^.y.. for nrintin^ in a first Q^der. the print m having 
^.odated bids: Ain od i u J loo it ^d i n Hn im 1 ; wherein the bids specify a current bid and a 
maximum bid, and further comprising, in an event multiple print jobs have identical bids, 
increasing a bid of at least one print job without exceeding the maximum bid[[.3]iand 

pr^^riri^Tia the nrint according ih^r ^..ociated bids SO that the print jobs are 
printed in a second <vrdef difFer ^^t than the first order. 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[l]]!, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple print jobs have identical bids, prioritizing the 
set of multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

Claim 6 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[51113, wherein the 
allocating comprises: 

generating the print tokens at a server; and 
serving the print tokens to the user computers. 

Claim 7 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13. wherein the 
print tokeiK have a predefined expiration. 
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Claim 8 (Currency amended): Tn . nenvork printing systeni in which multiple 
.^^ puter^ ar e -"f^^-rV.A tn a oominon printer, a method comprising: 
^^^^n.iinp print tokettS *^ thP user computers: 

. ;n ^.^.r.. at a user rompnrnr to facilitate .ntry 9f abid for a prin j 
ti,e 1.^H ^ecif^n e - »»^>^^t. of nrint tokens; A m c ai u d u. io oito d in nhim \ wherein the 
user interface further facilitates entry of a maximum number of print tokens that the user is 
willing to bid, and forther comprising increasing the bid without exceeding the maxmjum 
number of print tokens in an event that anoflier print job has a higher bid[[.]]i 
c^tHiTifT thft print job t npfither with the bid to the printer; 
' prir^tiring the oritit rhs at the otint^ ^n^- ^rding to their associated bids; and 
processing the print iob_s. 

Claim 9 (Cununtly amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, forther 
comprising utilizing one or more fewer print tokens than arc specified in the bid for a 
particular print job in an event that the priority of the particular print job is not affected. 

Claim 10 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, wherein the 
prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the print jobs with higher associated bids. 

Claim 11 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple print jobs have identical bids, prioritizing the 
set of multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Claim 12 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[5]]13, further 
comprising reporting to the usei computer an actual number of print tokens expended to 
process the print job. 
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Claim 13 (Currently amended): Tn ^ network pgntin p s ystem in which multiple 
.cvn^ puters ar e ^^*^^r.rV.A to ^ common printer, a method comprisins; 
allncflting Ptir* tnkena to the yyer computeis; 

fnh. the bid sp^'t'-if^^ng a nu ^h"'- of print tokens: 

c^i,^t.p prim job to pfither with the hid to the pointer, 

^^^^.4^^ prit^t i»hs at the print e r accord ing to their as^spciated bids; 

prnnesjdn p the pH m jobs: and 

A iu uJiu J aj rcoit c J in claim \ fi ir thor comprioing reducing, at the user computer, 
the number of print tokens available for bidding by the number of print tokens used in the 
bid 

Claim 14 (Cancelled) 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[14]]16. wherein 
the enabling comprises presenting a user interface that fecilitates user entry of Ihe bids. 

Claim 16 (Currently amended): Tii a network environment in which user 
rnmpiiting d evir^fi submit io H req uests to another device for pronc^ssitip , a method 
comprising: 

^^hlin p me,^ to submit bids with thei r iob requests: A l uml i u J an rcoit rd i n n i nim 
44rwherein the enabling comprises peimitting a user to specify a maximum bid so that their 
original bid may be increased to an increased bid that does not exceed the maximum bid in 
order to gain priority over a job request with a bid that is higher than the original bid[[.]]; 
and 

prinritiTin p the \nh requests according to thrir associated bids. 
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Claim 17 (Curraitly amended): A method as recited in claim [[um wherein 
the prioritizing comprises granting higher priority to the job request, wift higher associated 



bids. 



Claim 18 (Currently amended): A method as recited in claim [[14]]16, further 
comprising, in an event that a set of multiple job requests with identical bids exists, 
prioritizing the set of multiple job requests according to a second criterion. 

Claim 19 (Cancelled) 

Claim 20 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[193]2i, wherein individual user computing devices comprise a user interface that 
facilitates user entry of a bid. 

Claim 21 (Currently amended): A network printint^ system compriging: 
a least one printer: 

T^nlti plft user cor r T^ntinp devices r ^nfip ri.red to submit nrint iobs to the printer over a 
networj oV n uh ^ 'ui k j Ji U ilii H^ ny^t n m looitod in rlmm 1 0> wherein individual user 
computing devices comprise a user interfece that facilitates user entry of an initial bid and a 
maximum bid that the user is willing to bid in an event that another print job has a bid that is 

higher than die initial bid[[.]l; 

the multiple uSP r cnm puting dev ir^-<= he^r^ f. farther configured to enable associated 

users to submit bids wi th their print jobs: and 

the printer bring configured to prioritize th e print iobs accordinp to their associated 

bids. 

Claim 22 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[I9]]2h wherein, in an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the printer is 
further configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 
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Claim 23 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]]2L wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and the printer is fiirther configured to 
allocate tokens for the user computing devices to use in the bids. 

Claim 24 (Currently amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]]21, wherein the bids are measured in tokens, further comprising a token server 
configured to allocate tokens to the user computing devices for use in the bids. 

aaim25 (Currerjtly amended): A network printing system as recited in claim 
[[19]m, wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and the printer is further configured to 
report the number of tokens used to process the print jobs back to the user computing 
devices. 

Claim 26 (Cancelled) 

Claim 27 (Currently amended): A printer as recited in claim [[26]]29, wherein, in 
an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the bid-based piioritizer is further 
configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Claim 28 (Currently amended): A prii^ter comprising 
a queue to store print jobs: and 

^ htH-hnsed prioritize r to prioritize the print iobs in the queue according to bids 
l^iiibmitted in ass^^'^Hnn with the Print iobs A ui lu lu i recited in clnim wherein the bids 
include an initial bid value and a maximum bid value, and the bid-based prioritizer is further 
configured to increase the bid of a print job from its initial bid value up to the maximum bid 
value in an attempt to gain priority over another print job with a bid that is initially higher 
than the initial bid value. 
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Claim 29 (Cunently amended): A printer comprising 
a q iifiue to store print jobs: and 

, u,AJ^...A prinritizer to pr ^^^V^ the, print iobs in the queue according to bids 
cnWttPH in associ ^t^n..' with the mint iob si V p m itcr qg roeiUad in claim 26 . wherein the bids 
are measured in tokens and the bid-based prioritizer is fiiither configured to utilize one or 
more fewer tokens than specified in a bid for a particular print job so long as priority of the 
particular print job is not affected. 

Claim 30 (Cancelled) 

Qaim 31 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in claim [[30]]33, 
wherein the print tokens are allocated to the user computer, and the printer module 
comprises a token wallet to store the print tokens. 

Claim 32 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in claim [[30]]33, 
wherein, in an event that multiple print jobs have identical bids, the prioritizing module is 
configured to prioritize the multiple print jobs according to a second criterion. 

Claim 33 (Currently anaended): An architecture comprising: 
a printer module resident at a user compute r that presents a user interface to allow , a 
user to bid a number of print tokens for a print job: M oichltocturo aa rcoitod in oloim 30, 
wherein the user interface permits the user to specify a maximum bid along with an original 
bid, and the prioritizing module increases the number of print tokens from its original bid up 
to the maximum bid in an event that another print job has a bid that is initially higher than 
the original bid. and 

a prinritizing module resident at a printer that prioritizes print iobs currently queued 
at the printer based on the number of print to kens bid for the print jobs. 



Page 1 1 

PAGE 12/16 * RCVD AT mm 1:51 :26 PM [Eastern Daylight Timel * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:5(I9 323 8979 * DURATION (mm-ssliOWO 



MAY 31 2005 11=15 FR LEE - HfiYES PLL 509 323 8979 TO 17038729306 P. 13/16 



Claim 34 (Currently amended): An ^mliitertniie comprismg: 
, ^.„.- ,trr ---^"1- -^-^"-t .t . u.er comnnte-r that presents a user.jn^cetoallcwa 
ii^pr to hid a w ^^^ print t^^'^^ fnr a print lob: and 

^ prinriti-=- r -"^-^ ^ ^^^^ ^"^^^^^^ '""^"'^'^ '^''''^ 

MiUUi 1 1 nnt^rrinr--^r"---"^->-^dfor1henrinLiobL.WH^^ 

,ouitodinolaim3Ch wherein the bids are measured in tokens and the bid-based pnontizer is 
forthcr configured to Utilize one or more fewer tokens than specified in the bid so long as 
priority of the print job is not affected. 

Claim 35 (Currently amended): An architecture as recited in claim [[30]]33, 
further comprising a token server resident at a server computer that allocates to tokens to the 
printer module at the user computer. 

Claim 36 (Cancelled) 

Claim 37 (Currently amended): One or more computer-readable media as recited 
in claim [[36]]38, further comprismg computer-executable instructions that, when executed, 
direct a printer to prioritize print jobs with identical bids according to a second criterion. 

Claim 38 (Currently amended): One or more computer-teadablg media 
comprising cr .t^ r"^-"^^^"^^ ^^'^ infitnictions ih»* when exeonted. direct a printer. to; 
qiimiR y mnt iobs: and 

prioritiTe the print iobs flccQTdine to b id-c submitted in association with the print job^ 
O l i o 0 1 more computor rcadablo m ud ia ^ l u citod in o lnim ^ 6, wherem the bids specify an 
initial bid and a maximum bid, and fiirther comprising computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed, direct a printer to increase the initial bid of a print job without 
exceeding the maximum bid to gain higher priority for the print job. 
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Claim 39 (Currently amended): One or mere computer-readable media as recited 
in claim [[36]]38, wherein the bids are measured in tokens, and further compnsmg 
computer-executable instmctions that, when executed, direct a printer to utilise one or more 
fewer tokens than specified in a bid for a particular print job if said fewer tokens are 
sufficient to process the particular print job without affecting priority. 



Claims 40-41{Cancclled) 
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